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THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

NOTES ON THE SUNDAY SCHOOL
LESSON FOR OCTOBER o.
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Joshua Encouraged.
Joshua 1:1-11.

Golden Text: Be strong and of a
good courage. dJoshua 1:9.

The book of Joshua, from which
our lessons for the next six weeks
are taken, is practically a continua-
tion of the Pentateuch. The book of
Deuteronomy closes with the people
of Israel on the border of the land
of Canaan, and the book of Joshua
tells how they entered that land and
proceeded to conquer it in accord-
ance with the di¥ine instructions
which Moses had given them.

A New Leader—Moses was dead,
but the Lord never leaves his people
without a guide, and in the person
of Joshua we find the new leader who
was divinely commissioned to carry
forward the work which Moses had
left to be completed.

At the time of Moses's death Josh-
ua was about ecighty-four vears old.
He had been brought up under the
Egyptian bondage, and, with his fel-
their
varied experiences in escaping from

low-countrymen, had shared
Egypt and wandering in the wilder-
ness. He first appears in the Serip-
ture narrative as the vietorious lead-
er of the Israelites in their fight with
the Amalekites. Ile then became a

close follower and attendant
Moses, of the
spies sent to investigate the Prom-
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With Caleb he made a favorable
and courageous report, but the cow-
ardice of the other spies and the
faint-heartedness of the people re-
sulted in their long sojourn in the
wilderness, and for thirty-eight years
we read nothing further concerning
Joshua. Then, when Moses is told
of his approaching death, Joshua is
pointed out to him as his successor,
and in obedience to the divine inti-
mation, Moses consecrates him to the
great work which he should shortly
be called upon to do.

Divine Encouragement—The open-
ing verses of the book of Joshua are
filled with the message of good cour-
age. There is no minifying the task
which Joshua is to accomplish. The
conquest of the land of Canaan
throughout its length and breadth is
the goal which was set before him.
It was a formidable undertaking,
and Joshua knew that to accomplish
it would tax all his powers and all
the resources of the people. But with
the command to possess came also
the promise of divine aid in securing
possession.

The Path of Good Success—The
pathway to true prosperity has ever
been clearly indicated by God. There
is no sure road to material wealth,
but there is an absolutely ecertain
way to attain true prosperity, and
that way is the way which was point-
ed out to Joshua. True prosperity
lies in coming into harmony with
God, and this harmony is attained

by conformity with his law. An un-
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deviating obedience to his will, this
was what God required of Joshua,
and he makes the same requirement
of us today.

It is true that to walk in conform-
ity with the law of God requires a
heart filled with the spirit of loving
obedience. But God is ever ready
to bestow upon us the grace which
we require to enable us to walk in his
way; and just as.surely as he was
with Moses and Joshua, so will he be
with us, if we are strong and of good
courage and turn not to the right
hand or to the left.

Meditation a Means of Spiritual
Growth.—We sometimes speak of
the Quiet Hour movement as if spir-
itual meditation were a modern de-
velopment of the spiritual life. But
we find in the Lord’s charge to Josh-
ua an injunction to the observance
of the daily morning and evening
watch, for Joshua is distinetly com-
manded to meditate day and night
upon the book of God’s law.

What Joshua needed in prepara-
tion for his arduous life as the leader
of Israel’s hosts we need today in the
rush and turmoil of our twentieth
century civilization. Quiet medita-
tion upon the eternal truths con-
tained in God’s Holy Word will aid
us as nothing else the
faithful performance of our duty to-
ward both God and man.
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The Sufferings and Wanderings of the
Israelites.

There is something inexpressibly
sad in this wasting away in the wil-
derness of a nation of nearly two
million people, with no hope to the
full-grown
seeing anything better

men and women of ever
than their
this world.
There was hope for the young but
none for the middle-aged.

present condition in

The con-
sequences of sin are always sad and
the consequences of that incompe-
tence, that lack of courage and faith,
which is the result of sin, are no less
sud. The pitiful sadness of it, to-
gether with the reviving faith and
hope of the more spiritual are re-
flected in that wonderful 90th Psalm,
doubtless written by Moses during
tnis period. He could see among all
these desolations that Jehovah was
the home, the dwelling place of His
people throughout all generations.
In this people, however, whose eld-
ers were thus fading and wasting
away. was the hope of all future civ-
ilization. All forms of religion
which have any vitality, any capacity
to lift men to higher things, have
sprung from the religious faith and
convictions of this people who were
wasting away in the wilderness. The
principles of righteousness embod-
ied in their laws have since been em-
bodied to a greater or less degree in
the laws of all virile, progressive na-
tions, and the more fully they have
incorporated and obeyed these laws,

' the more virile and progressive they

have been. It took all these years to
imbue these people with the spirit of
these laws, to incorporate them, so
to speak, in the life of the nation.—
Dr. Henry Wallace, in Wallace’s
Farmer.
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Pianos and Organs.

A Great Saving by Buying Through

The State Business Agency.

eeeress s SATISFACTION

Improved Alliance
SEWING MACHINE.

Delivered Freight Paid to any Rail-
road Station in Neorth Carolina.

Warranted for @Q Years.

PRICES REDUCED.

Style No. 6, Seven Drawers,

Box Cover. ... covvvenunn . .$18.50
Style No. 4, Five Drawers,

Box Cover . oinie i 1400
Style No. 3, Three Drawers,

Box Cover ... ceoese«$16.50

Our Five-Drawer “Drop Head”
Machine is a Beauty.

Price only $17.50.

The above are all the Improved Al-
liance Machines. We are offering no
other machines now. Send for de-
scriptive circular.

Now is the time to send in your
orders for—
Plow and Plow Castings,
Guano Sowers and Farming
Utensils of every deseription—
Farm Bells,
Cook Stoves,
Feed Cutters,
Corn Shellers,
Harrows,
(Smoothing,
Cutaway and Solid Dise)
Wagons,
Buggies and Harness,
Barbed and Plain Wire,
Poultry and Farm Fencing,
Washing Machines,
Furniture,
Pianos,
Organs, ete.,
Sugar,
Coffee,
Flour,
Lard, ete.
Granulated Sugar to-day is worth
$4.65 per 100 pounds, but is subject
to change without notice, as all other
prices are.
Green coffee from 8c. to 10c. per
pound.

Send for Prices.

GUARANTEED.::::e0e:
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SEEDS FOR FALL PLANTING.

CLOVER SEED:
Crimson, choice .....................\$2.90 pey hush.
Late Crimson......... ...ccovueeeewe méL_.—_. .'j"—

White Blooming Crimson.. . 5.50 o

L e T 5.30 A

Red, prime.......c...c.ccciiviicinineee  0:.00 "

Red, Chole0. v civiviiiiiasia, b5.75 L

Rapling, prime......cccccovvvvenninn 5.60 i

Bapling, choice....................... 5.85 ’*

Liucern or Alfalfa................... 6.85 5
GRASS SEED:

Timothy, cholce..................... 2.50 -

Orchard, prime.......cccocovuviannn. 1.50 i

Orchard, choice...........ccecuue.... 1.60 o

Tall Meadow Oat, choice....... 1.45 ¢

Kentucky Blue, fancy ........... 1.40 "

Red Top or Herds, prime, in

T R S RS 25 s
Red Top or Herds, fancy,
clean, per b....ccoceevvvvnvnnnn. 9“/20. per b.

Perennial Rye.........coccvieennnees .95 per bush.

Itallan Ry€....cviiveneiiinincnnennas 1.00 s

RBECNO... i siascnsrsisisivessisiiss I4c. per b.
SEED WHEAT—Beardless varieties:

| L RSP $1.10 per bush.

REA MB Y. .ccecicincncsencrsonscacoronss 1.10 “

Blue Stem or Purple Straw ... 1.15 o

Beardless Fulcaster............... 1.15 ¢

Currells Prolifie............cciouuiis 1.20 s

EEATYOBY HINE. ..ovecavorssunaimoiuss 1.20 =
Bearded Varities—

Bearded Fulcaster.................. 1.10 s

Dietz Mediterranean............. 1.20 ke

SEED OATS:
Va. Winter, or Turf, pritue .. .65 i

Va. Winter, or Turf, choice.. .70 ]
Red Rust Proof, cholece.......... b2 ¢

VETCH :
Hairy er Sand.............covvinunn. 10 er %_,,_..—-'
English Winter...............co...... .06 [I:)‘e -
Winter Rye........... wreeesenees T2 per byysh.
Rape, Dwarf Essex................. .06 pen b.

234 bushel or 100-pound cotton sacks for ¢lo-
ver, timothy and fancy herds grass, 15 icis.
each, extira; prices of other seeds inclfude
sacks. Prices subject to market fluctuaticdns.

Cabbage, turnip, and all other seeds &t
market prices. Granulated sugar, $4.65 poer
100 hs. eg Soda, in 112 b. kegs, 134 cts. prer
ih. Best Leaf Lard, In teirces, 1114 cts. per |
Other quantities and qualities in proportign-
Tobacco, Snuff, ete., at market prices. Loa§9-
ed shells, powder and shot at wholesa}®
prices, by the 1,000, keg and sack. .

Orders of all Alilancemen or ex-Alllanc@>
men, who contributed to the Business Agencly "
Fund, solicited. Let me know your want§s
’“5131 e 11“1‘1:183 d E :

rder Cane 8 an Lvaporators nowj -
Corn Huskers and Shredders at 1owest prices§
Star Pea Huller a S{;;eclalty. Fruit Trees a
whelesale prices. agons, Carts, Buggiedld
Harness, etc., ete. Planos, Organs and ge
ing Maci‘xine_s.

Give me a list of your wants and 1 will ge
you prices.

T. B. PARKER, S. B. A,,

106 West Martin Street,
(Academy of Musie Building,)

RALEIGH, N. C.




